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ENFORCING LOCAL NON-ZERO CONSTRAINTS IN PDES AND
APPLICATIONS TO HYBRID IMAGING PROBLEMS

GIOVANNI S. ALBERTI

ABsTrACT. We study the boundary control of solutions of the Helmholtz and
Maxwell equations to enforce local non-zero constraints. These constraints
may represent the local absence of nodal or critical points, or that certain
functionals depending on the solutions of the PDE do not vanish locally in-
side the domain. Suitable boundary conditions are classically determined by
using complex geometric optics solutions. This work focuses on an alternative
approach to this issue based on the use of multiple frequencies. Simple bound-
ary conditions and a finite number of frequencies are explicitly constructed
independently of the coefficients of the PDE so that the corresponding solu-
tions satisfy the required constraints. This theory finds applications in several
hybrid imaging modalities: some examples are discussed.

1. INTRODUCTION

The boundary control of the partial differential equation

(1) —div(a Vu!) — (w?e + iwo)ul, = 0 in Q,

U, = Pi on 052,
to enforce local non-zero constraints is the main topic of this work, where Q C R¢
is a smooth bounded domain, a € L>(£;R4*4) is a uniformly elliptic symmetric
tensor and €,0 € L>®(;R) satisfy ¢ > 0 and ¢ > 0. More precisely, we want to
find suitable ¢;’s such that the corresponding solutions to satisfy certain non-
zero constraints in {). For example, we may look for d 4+ 1 boundary conditions
©1,---,pd+1 such that, at least locally

1 2 d+1 u udt!
> . > w w >
(2) |uy| >C, |det [Vu? Vud]| > C, |det Val Vit |>C
for some C' > 0 or, more generally, for b boundary values 1, ..., @, such that the
corresponding solutions verify r conditions given by
(3) |§j(ui},...,ug)|2C, j=1,...,r

where the maps ¢/ depend on !, and their derivatives. Determinant constraints
are very common in elasticity theory. As discussed below, our motivation comes
from several hybrid imaging techniques [13].

The problem of constructing such boundary conditions is usually set for a fixed
frequency w > 0. The classical way to tackle this problem is by means of the so
called complex geometric optics solutions. Introduced by Sylvester and Uhlmann
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[36], CGO solutions are particular highly oscillatory solutions of the Helmholtz
equation in R? such that for t > 1 (a =1, d = 2)

u () & '™ (cos(tas) + isin(tzy)) in CH(€;C),

and can be used to determine suitable illuminations by using the estimates proved

by Bal and Uhlmann [I8] (see also [I4] 13} 10]). For example, setting @1 =~ u‘(g)ﬂ,
(t)

o = %u%)ﬂ and p3 =~ %u‘ 50 gives an open set of boundary conditions whose
solutions satisfy the first two constraints of . Thus, CGO solutions represent a
very important theoretical tool but have several drawbacks. First, the suitable ;’s
can only be constructed when the parameters are smooth. Second, since ¢ > 1,
the exponential decay in the first variable gives small lower bounds C' and the high
oscillations make this approach hardly implementable. Further, the construction
depends on the coefficients a, € and o, that are usually unknown in inverse problems.
Another construction method uses the Runge approximation, which ensures that
locally the solutions behave as in the constant coeflicient case [19].

In [I], where the case o = 0 and the constraints in were considered, we pro-
posed an alternative approach to this issue based on the use of multiple frequencies
in a fixed admissible range A = [Kmin, Kmax] € R4. The technique relies upon the
assumption that the ¢;’s are chosen in such a way that the required constraints are
satisfied in the case w = 0, i.e. for the conductivity equation

{ —div(a Vu}) =0 in €,
Uy = p; on 0,
for which the maximum principle and results on the absence of critical points [8]
15] usually make the problem much easier. Under this assumption, there exist
a finite K C A and an open cover = U,k (), such that the constraints are
satisfied in each €, for u!. The proof is based on the regularity theory and on the
holomorphicity of the map w + ul,.

The main novelty of this paper lies in the fully constructive proof. The set K is
constructed explicitly as a uniform sampling of the admissible range A and depends
only on the a priori data. Similarly, the constant C' in is estimated a priori and
depend on the coefficients only through the a priori bounds. This improvement has
been achieved by using a quantitative version of the unique continuation theorem
for holomorphic functions proved by Momm [30] and a thorough analysis of .
We consider here the case o > 0 and the general constraints (3)).

It is natural to study this issue for the full Maxwell’s equations, for which the
Helmholtz equation often acts as an approximation in the context of hybrid imaging.
Maxwell’s equations read

curl B! = iwpH}, in Q,
(4) curl HY, = —i(we + io)EL, in €,
Ei x v =; xvon df.

As before, we look for illuminations ¢; and frequencies w such that the correspond-
ing solutions verify r conditions given by

(5) |7 ((EL, HY), ... (EL HY))) | =C >0,  j=1,...,r
An example of such conditions is given by |det [E, E2 E3]| > C. CGO solu-

tions for Maxwell’s equations have been studied by Colton and Péivérinta [25]. As
before, they can be used to obtain suitable solutions [24], but have the drawbacks
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discussed before. In [2], the multi frequency approach was generalised to . The
contribution of this paper is in the quantitative estimates for the number of needed
frequencies and for the constant C' in , both determined a priori.

It is worth mentioning that this approach has been recently successfully adapted
to the conductivity equation with complex coefficients by Ammari et al. in [I1].

This theory finds applications in several hybrid imaging inverse problems, where
the unknown parameters have to be reconstructed from internal data [13, 4]. Many
hybrid problems are governed by the Helmholtz equation , e.g. microwave imag-
ing by ultrasound deformation [38] [9], quantitative thermo-acoustic [I7, [10], tran-
sient elastography and magnetic resonance elastography [19]. The internal measure-
ments are always linear or quadratic functionals of uf, and of Vu?. For example,
in microwave imaging by ultrasound deformation, that is modelled by with a
scalar-valued a and o = 0, the internal measurements have the form

a(@) [Vug* (), e(@)[u|(2)?, weQ,
and in thermo-acoustic, modelled by with a = e =1 and ¢ > 0, we measure
o(z) [uf| (z)?, x e

In order for these measurements to be meaningful at every x € €2, they need to
be non-zero: otherwise, we would measure only noise. Moreover, we shall see that
conditions like or, more generally, for some map (, are necessary to recon-
struct the unknown parameters a, € and/or o or to obtain good stability estimates
[38, 29, 19]. Thus, being able to determine suitable illuminations independently
of the unknown parameters is fundamental, and these can be given by the multi-
frequency approach discussed in this paper. It should be mentioned that stability of
Holder type has been proved by Alessandrini in the context of microwave imaging
with ultrasounds with a = 1 without requiring any non-zero constraint [7].
Similarly, several problems are modelled by the Maxwell’s equations [16,
20}, 24], and the inversion usually requires the availability of solutions satisfying
certain non-zero constraints inside the domain, given by , for some maps ¢/
depending on the particular problem under consideration. As above, the multi-
frequency approach discussed in this work can be applied to all these situations.
This paper is structured as follows. The main results are stated and commented
in Section [2] and their proofs are detailed in Section Several applications to
hybrid imaging problems are described in Section [d] Some relevant open problems
are discussed in Section [f] Finally, some basic tools are presented in Appendix [A]

2. MAIN RESULTS

2.1. The Helmholtz equation. Given a smooth bounded domain Q C R¢, d =
2,3, we consider the Dirichlet boundary value problem

(6) —div(a Vu!,) — (w?e + iwo) ul, = 0 in Q,
ul, = p; on 0f.

We assume that a € L (; R¥?) and e € L°°(£;R) and satisfy

(7a) a=a’, AP <Eaf <A, €eRY
(7b) A™! <e < A almost everywhere
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for some A > 0 and that o € L>°(Q; R) and satisfies either
(8) o=0, or
(9) A™! <o <A almost everywhere.

In electromagnetics, ¢ is the electric permittivity, o is the electric conductivity and
a is the inverse of the magnetic permeability. We suppose ¢; € C**(Q; C) and
(10) a e CP R (R, g0 € WL R)

for some k € N and a € (0,1). (For simplicity of notation, C~™ denotes L* for
m € N*, and W—1:° denotes L™, with corresponding norms.)

Let A = [Kpin, Kmaz] € B(0, M) represent the frequencies we have access to,
for some 0 < Kpin < Kpnae < M. By standard elliptic theory (Proposition ,
problem @ is well-posed for every w € D, where

(1) Do C\vE if (8) holds,
{weC:|Sw| <n} if (9 holds.

Here ¥ = {N; : [ € N*} is the set of the Dirichlet eigenvalues of the problem
(VE ={w e C:w? e}, and n > 0 depends only on Q and A. Figure
represents the domain D and the admissible set of frequencies A. Note
that u’, € C*(Q; C) by elliptic regularity theory (Proposition .

Definition 1. Given a finite set K C A and ¢1,...,p, € C*%(Q;C), we say that
K x{p1,...,0p} is a set of measurements.

We shall study a particular class of sets of measurements, namely those whose
corresponding solutions «?, (i =1,...,b) to @ and their derivatives up to the x-th
order satisfy r constraints in 2. These are described by a map (. For b,r € N* let

(12a) ¢=(¢...,¢"): C"(Q;C) — C(;C)" be holomorphic, such that
b by ||
(12b) HC(ul, 7] )HC(E;C)T <ece(1+ H(ul, ) )HC”(Q;(C)b) and
1 by ||
(12¢) |‘D<(“17---7ub)||B(CN(§;(C)’J,C(§;C)T) Sec(l+ (.. )||CH(§;<C)’7)
for some ¢, > 0 and s € N*. We shall use the notation C; = (c¢, 5,7, Kk, @).

Example 1. We consider here the constraints given in . Takeb=d+1,r=3
and k = 1 and let (ger: C1(Q;C)H — C(Q; C)? be defined by

Gor(uly . udh) =t

Gee(u!, o u®™) =det [Vu? -+ Vudtl],
I R A

Cget (ula s ud+1) = det Vol oo Yudtt

The map (get is holomorphic (Lemma. Simple calculations show that (12b]) holds
true with s, = d+ 1 and (12¢) with s, = d, and so we can set s = d + 1.

We introduce the particular class of sets of measurements we are interested in.

Definition 2. Take ' C Q. Let b,r € N* be two positive integers, C > 0 and let
¢ be as in (I2). A set of measurements K x {¢1,..., ¢} is (¢,C)-complete in ' if
there exists an open cover of )/

o= J .

weKND
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such that for any w € KN D
(13) |Cj(ui,...,uf))(x)|20, ji=1,...,r, z e,

Namely, a ({, C')-complete set gives a cover of Q' into #(K N D) subdomains,
such that the constraints given in are satisfied in each subdomain for different
frequencies.

We now describe how to choose the frequencies in the admissible set A. Let K (™)
be the uniform partition of A into n — 1 intervals so that #K (™ = n, namely

, — 1
14) K™ =™ ™y ol = K + ((Z 1>) (Kmaz — Kumin)-
o

The main result of this paper regarding the Helmholtz equation reads as follows.

Theorem 1. Assume that , and either or @D hold. Let ¢ be as in
and @1, ..., € CH%(Q;C). If

(15) ¢ (ug, ... ud) ()| > Co, j=1,...,r, z €

for some Cy > 0 then there exist C > 0 and n € N depending on Q, A, |A|, M, C;,
||a||cn—1,a(§;RdXd)7 ”(&O’)HW,{_LOQ(Q;R)% ”‘piHC“ﬂf’(ﬁ;C) and Co such that

K™ x {01,y 00}

is a (¢, C)-complete set of measurements in €.

We now discuss assumption , the dependence of C' on |A| and M and the
regularity assumption on the coefficients.

Remark 1. This result allows an a priori construction of (¢, C')-complete sets, since
C and n depend only on a priori data, provided that ¢1, ...,y are chosen in such
a way that holds true. It is in general easier to satisfy than , asw =0
makes problem (@ simpler. More precisely, there exist many results regarding the
conductivity equation [8) 23] 89, [15] 4] (see also the proof of Corollary .

Note that @ with w = 0 does not depend on ¢ and o, so that the construction
of v1,...,p is always independent of € and ¢ but may depend on a.

There exist occulting illuminations, i.e. boundary conditions for which a finite
number of frequencies are not sufficient, and so assumption cannot be com-
pletely removed [1]. Yet, this assumption can be weakened (see Remark [6).

Remark 2. The proof of this result is based on Lemma [3] Thus, by Remark [J] the
constant C' goes to zero as |A| — 0 or M — oo. In particular, this approach gives
good estimates for frequencies in a moderate regime (e.g. with microwaves), but
these estimates get worse for very high frequencies.

Remark 3. The regularity of the coefficients required for this approach is lower than
the regularity required if CGO solutions are used. Indeed, consider for simplicity
the constraints given by the map (gt and suppose a = 1 and ¢ = 0. The CGO
approach requires e € C! [18], while with this method we only assume ¢ € L.

We now apply Theorem (1| to the case ¢ = (get- The construction of ({get, C)-
complete sets of measurements depends on the dimension, since the validity of
for Cget and Cg’et depends on the dimension.
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Corollary 1. Assume that , and either or @[) hold for k = 1.
If d = 2, Q is convex and Q' € Q) then there exist C > 0 and n € N depending
on Q, ', A, a, |Al, M and ||al|co.« G rex2) such that

K™ x {121, 22}

s a (Cget, C)-complete set of measurements in €.
Ifd = 3 and a € R3*3 satisfies then there exist §,C > 0 andn € N depending
on Q, A, a, |Al, M and |[al|co.e @ rsxs) such that if |la — allco.aGroxsy < 0 then

K(n) X {1, xT1,T2, CC3}
s a (Cget, C)-complete set of measurements in €.

Remark 4. In 2D, it is possible to consider non-convex domains, provided that the
boundary conditions are chosen in accordance to Lemma [10] [211 [1].

Remark 5. In order to satisfy the constraints corresponding to ¢, éet, by the strong
maximum principle it is enough to choose p; > Cy > 0. As far as for (3., is
concerned, it is sufficient to set p2 = 211 and w3 = 221 [I].

Remark 6. The difference between the two and three dimensional case is due to
the presence of critical points in the case w = 0 in 3D [22] [12]. In order to satisfy
in 3D we assume that a is close to a constant matrix. This assumption can
be removed in some situations by using a different approach in w = 0 [I5] or by
choosing generic boundary conditions [3]: in these cases, the a priori estimates on
C and n are lost. If the constraints do not involve gradient fields, e.g. ¢ = (l,
then there is no need for this assumption.

2.2. Maxwell’s equations. Given a smooth bounded domain Q@ C R3 with a
simply connected boundary 92, in this subsection we consider Maxwell’s equations

curl B! = iwpH} in Q,
(16) curlH!, = —i(we +i0)E},  inQ,
El xv=;xv on 052,
with p,e,0 € L®°(Q;R3*3) and ¢; satisfying
(17a) ATHEP <€-pg, AP <Eoet, AP <60, EER
(17b) ||(M7E7U)HL°°(Q,R3X5)‘5 S A, M e IU’T7 E = €T7 g = O'T7 /’(‘7830- G Wl‘&-‘rl,P(Q)’
(17c) curlyp; -v =0 on 9Q and p; € WrHP(Q; C?)
for some A > 0, s € N and p > 3. The electromagnetic fields E!, and H{ satisfy
E' ¢ H(curl,Q) := {u € L*(;C?) : curlu € L*(Q;C?)},
H! € H"(curl, Q) := {v € H(curl, Q) : div(puv) = 0in Q, pv - v = 0 on 9N}.

The matrix e represents the electric permittivity, o is the electric conductivity
and p stands for the magnetic permeability. Note that (EY, H!) € C*(Q;C°) by
Proposition [I0]

Definition 3. Given a finite set K C A and o1, ..., ¢, € W*TLP(Q; C3) satisfying
(17c]), we say that K x {p1,...,0p} is a set of measurements.
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As before, we are interested in a particular class of sets of measurements, namely
those whose corresponding solutions (E¢, HY) to and their derivatives up to
the k-th order satisfy r non-zero constraints inside the domain. These are described
by a map (, which we now introduce. For b,r € N* let

(18a) ¢ =(¢%,...,¢"): C*(Q;C%" — C(Q;C)" be holomorphic, such that
(18b) HC((uiavi)i)HC(ﬁ;C)r < CC(l + H((uivUi)i)”Zn(ﬁ;Ca)b)’
(18¢) || D¢ cui wiy)

for some ¢ > 0 and s € N*. We shall use the notation C¢ = (c¢, 5,7, K, p).
We now consider one example of map ¢. For other examples, see [2].

Example 2. Take b =3, r =1, k = 0 and let ¢}/, be defined by
C(Ji\gt((ulavl)a (ug,v2), (uz,v3)) = det [Ul U2 U3] ) (ug,v;) € C@; CG)~

The map Cé‘gt is multilinear and bounded, whence holomorphic by Lemma (1| As-
sumptions and are obviously verified. In this case, the condition char-
acterising (C}%,, C)-complete sets of measurements is ’det [EL E2 E3| (x)’ >C.
In other words, this constraints signals the availability, in every point, of three
independent electric fields and, in particular, of one non-vanishing electric field.

] ; S
‘B(Cm(ﬁ;@ﬁ)b,c@cy) <ee(L+[[((u', ")) cw(ﬁ;@ﬁ)b)

We now give the precise definition of (¢, C)-complete sets of measurements for
Maxwell’s equations. The only difference with the Helmholtz equation is that here,
for simplicity, we require the constraints to hold in the whole domain €.

Definition 4. Let b, € N* be two positive integers, C' > 0 and let { be as in .

A set of measurements K x {p1,...,¢p} is ((, C)-complete if there exists an open
cover of 0, Q = U, ek, such that for any w € K
(19) | ((BL HS), - (BO H)) (@) > €, =1, € Q.

Let K™ be as in . The main result of this subsection reads as follows.

Theorem 2. Assume that holds. Let 6 € WP (Q; R3*3) satisfy (17a). Let ¢
be as in and @1, ..., € WEHLP(Q; C3) satisfy (17d). Suppose that

(20) ¢ (B, HY), ..., (B, HY)) ()| = Co, zeQ, j=1,...,r

for some Cy > 0, where (B, Hi) € H(curl, Q) x H*(curl, Q) is the solution to
with & in liew of o and w = 0, namely

curl By = 0 in , curl H} = 6 E}) in Q,
(21) div(6E)) =0  inQ, div(pHi) =0  inQ,
Eixv=p;xv on 09, pHE v =0 on ON.

There exist §,C > 0 and n € N depending on Q, A, |A], M, C¢, ||<PiHWN+1=P(§;<C3)7
(e, 00 )l wsr0(@moxsy and Co such that if [0 — &y wsrp@paxsy < 0 then

K(n) X {Lpla" '79017}
is a (¢, C)-complete set of measurements.

We now discuss assumption (20)), the dependence of the construction of the
illuminations on the electromagnetic parameters and the regularity assumption on

the coefficients (see Remarks [1| and .
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Remark 7. Suppose that we are in the simpler case & = . Note that does not
depend on ¢, so that the construction of ¢1,..., ¢, is always independent of ¢ but
may depend on ¢ and p. However, in the cases where the maps ¢/ involve only the
electric field E, it depends on o, and not on € and p (see Corollary .

A typical application of the theorem is in the case where ¢ is a small perturbation
of a known constant tensor &. Then, the construction of ¢, ..., ¢, is independent
of 0. A similar argument would work if p is a small perturbation of a constant
tensor 1. We have decided to omit it for simplicity, since in the applications we
have in mind the maps ¢/ do not depend on the magnetic field H.

Remark 8. The regularity of the coefficients required for this approach is much lower
than the regularity required if CGO solutions are used. Indeed, if the constraints
depend on the derivatives up to the k-th order, with this approach we require the
parameters to be in W**1?_ while with CGO we need W*+3:» [24].

In the case where the conditions given by the map ( are independent of the
magnetic field H, Theorem [2| can be rewritten in the following form.

Corollary 2. Assume that holds. Let 6 € WP (Q; R3*3) satisfy (174) and ¢
be as in and independent of H. Take 11, ... 1, € W*T2P(Q; C). Suppose

(22) ‘Cj(le,...,Vwb)(x)‘ZCo, reQ, j=1,...,r
for some Cq > 0, where w* € HY(Q;C) is the solution to
{ div(6Vw') = 0 in Q,

w' =Y, on 0N2.
There exist §,C > 0 and n € N depending on Q, A, |A|, M, C¢, ||¢iHW~+2=P(§;<C3)7
(&0, 1) w10 @p3xsy and Co such that if |0 = &[yywi1.0@poxsy < 0 then

K™ 5 {Vipr,...,Vihp}
is a (¢, C)-complete set of measurements.

In other words, if the required constraints do not depend on H, then the prob-
lem of finding {-complete sets is reduced to satisfying the same conditions for the
gradients of solutions to the conductivity equation, as with the Helmholtz equation.

3. NON-ZERO CONSTRAINTS IN PDESs

The results stated in Section [2] are proven here. In particular, some preliminary
lemmata on holomorphic functions are discussed in § and the proofs of Theo-

rem [1] Corollary [I] and Theorem [2] are given in § § and § respectively.

3.1. Holomorphic functions. Holomorphic functions in a Banach space setting
were studied in [37]. Let F and E’ be complex Banach spaces, D C E be an open
set and take f: D — E’. We say that f is holomorphic if it is continuous and if
lim f(@o +7y) — fl=o)
T7—0 T

exists in F’ for all zg € D and y € E. This notion extends the classical notion of
holomorphicity for functions of complex variable.
This lemma summarises some of the basic properties of holomorphic functions.

Lemma 1. Let Ey,...,E,, E and E' be complex Banach spaces and D C E be an
open set.
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(1) If f: By x -+- X B, — E' is multilinear and bounded then f is holomorphic.

(2) If f: D — Ey and g: By — E' are holomorphic then go f: D — E’ is holo-
morphic.

(3) Take f = (f*,...f"): D — Ey x --- x E.. Then f is holomorphic if and only
if f7 is holomorphic for every j =1,...,7r.

The following result is a quantitative version of the unique continuation property
for holomorphic functions of one complex variable.

Lemma 2. Take Cy,D > 0, 6 € (0,1) and r € (0,0]. Let g be a holomorphic
function in B(0,1) such that |g(0)] > Co and suppg 1|9l < D. There exists
w € [r,1) such that

lg(w)| = C

for some constant C > 0 depending on 0, Cy and D only.

Proof. Since [0, (14 0)/2] C [r,1), it is sufficient to show that there exists C' > 0
depending on 6, Cy and D only such that
max |g| > C.

[0,(1+6)/2]
By contradiction, suppose that there exists a sequence (g, ), of holomorphic func-
tions in B(0, 1) such that SUPp(0,1) |9n| < D, |9,(0)] > Co and maxg (146)/2] |gn| —
0. Since SUPp(0,1) lgn| < D, by standard complex analysis, up to a subsequence
gn = goo for some g, holomorphic in B(0,1). As maxpg,146)/2) |g9n| — 0, we ob-
tain goo =0 on [0, (1 4 0)/2], whence g, = 0, which contradicts |g(0)] > Cy. O

Remark 9. Although elementary, the proof of Lemma [2| does not give the depen-
dence of the constant C' on the parameters 6, Cy and D.
By [30] there is a Jordan curve I' in r < |w| < 1 around the origin such that

C [ [* (logsuppy lo/gO)\/* N
log |g(w)/9(0)| = —— (/ < e ) dt) . wer,
0

for an absolute constant C' > 0. By the Jordan curve theorem there exists w € (r,1)
such that

g lg)/5(0) = -8 LG,
Therefore |g(w)| > |g(0))] (DC)‘l—ér > Co(DCy Y

the constant given in Lemma [2is C' = C’O(DC’O_l)*%.

e} c
—r

> CO(DCo_l)_ -9, whence

It is possible to generalise the previous result to functions defined in an ellipse.
The proof is elementary, but needed to show the precise dependence of C on Ry —1.

Lemma 3. Take 0 < r < Rj < M and 0 < n < Ry. Let g be a holomorphic
function in the ellipse

(R | ()

E= C: 1
{we I I <1}
such that |g(0)| > Co > 0 and supg |g| < D. There exists w € (r, Ry) such that
lg(w)| = C

for some constant C > 0 depending on M, Ry —r, n, Cy and D only.
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Proof. Several positive constants depending on M, Ry —r, i, Cp and D will be
denoted by c. Without loss of generality, we can always suppose Rs < R;.

Set B :=+/R?+ R3 <\2M, r; = R;/B and E := {wec:%—l—% < 1}
The map ¢,: E — E, w — fw is bi-holomorphic and the segment (r,R;) C E
is transformed via ;! into (r/8,R1/8) C E. Consider now a bi-holomorphic
transformation ¢ : B(0,1) — E. The existence of this map is a consequence of the
Riemann mapping theorem, and an explicit formula is given in [31], page 296]. In
particular, ¥5 can be chosen so that ¥5(0) = 0 and ¥, '((r/8, R1/B)) = (+',1) for
some 1’ € (0,1). Since (Ry —7)/8 > cand 1 < ry/ro = R;/R2 < M/n we have
1—1" > ¢, as the ratio r1/ry determines the deformation carried out by . Hence
<O withd=1-c.

Consider now the map ¢': B(0,1) — C defined by ¢’ = go11 othy. We have that
g’ is holomorphic in B(0, 1), [¢'(0)| = [g(0)| > Co and supp g 1) |9'| = supg |g| < D.
By Lemma [2| applied to g’ and v’ we obtain the result. O

3.2. The Helmholtz equation. We prove here Theorem [I] For simplicity, we
shall say that a positive constant depends on a priori data if it depends on 2, A,
|Al, M, Ce, ||a||cwfl,a(§;Rdxd)v ||(E7U)HW~*_1»°C(Q;]R)27 ||S"i||cma(ﬁ;(c) and Cy only.

We first show that the map w € D — u}, € C" is holomorphic. This will be one
of the basic tools of the proof of Theorem [I]

Proposition 1. Under the assumptions of Theorem/[l] the map
D — C%(Q;C), w+— ul
is holomorphic.

Proof. In view of Propositions |7] and |8, problem @ is well-posed and u!, € C*. If
holds, this result has already been proved in [I]. The case where @[) holds can
be handled similarly [3]. O

As a consequence, we obtain the following lemma.
Lemma 4. Under the hypotheses of Theorem[d], set
07: D — C(C), wr I (ul,...,ul).
The map 07: D — C(Q;C) is holomorphic for all j.
Proof. 1t follows from Proposition and Lemma parts 2 and 3. O
We next study some a priori bounds on 7 and 9,67 (notation of Proposition [7)).

Lemma 5. Assume that the hypotheses of Theorem[1] hold true and takej =1,...,r
and w € B(0,M)N D.

(1) If holds true then there exists C > 0 depending on a priori data such that
j X 1 1%,
(a) H9£1’|C(ﬁ;c) <cC [1 + sup;en- m] ;

s+2
j 1
(b) Haw%Hc@@ <C [1 + Supjen- |,\,,w2\}
(2) If @D h‘olds true then there exists C > 0 depending on a priori data such that
(¢) H%H_c(ﬁ;c) < ¢
(6) 1900 o) < C-
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FIGURE 1. The domain D and the admissible set A.

-V 0 von Vv A VANF1 VANt2 Rw
(a) D =C\ VX if (8) holds.
Sw
- 7 -
N o A Rw
- — -

(8) D={w e C:|Sw| < n}if (@) holds.

Proof. In view of Proposition [7} part 1 and Proposition [§] we have

(23) [l oy <€ {1 + sup w e B(0,M)N D,

leN*
whence we obtain part la from (12b)).
It can be easily seen that d,,u, is the solution to
—div(a V(9,ut)) — w?e O ul, = 2weul, in Q,
doul, =0  on 9.

Arguing as before, from Proposition [7] part 1 and Proposition [§ we obtain

>\l —OJ2| ’

2

(24) ||awui;“m(§;m <C [1 + ISSNE N —w?[]
Since 0,07, = DC{HL,__.7uZ)(8wui, oo, 0,ub) we have
Ha"-’GZJHC(ﬁ;C) = HDCgu}d,...,ug)(a“’uclu"'"6‘*’”2)‘}0(5;@
< HDgfu; ..... ug)||3(0n(§;C)b,C(ﬁ;C))||(aw“o1w o Q)| Cr(Q,C)?

1 s+2

<C |1+ sup ] ,

ten+ [A — w?|

where the last inequality follows from (12}, and (24). Part 1b is now proved.
Part 2 can be proved analogously, by using part 2 of Proposition [7]in lieu of part

1. The details are left to the reader. ]

In the following two lemmata we study the case where holds true, and how
to deal with the presence of the eigenvalues (see Figure [2)).

Lemma 6. Under the hypotheses of Theorem assume that holds true. Then
there exist N € N*, 6 > 0 and 8 > 0 depending on Q, A, |A| and M only and a
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FIGURE 2. The admissible sets A and A.

—
&
S
=

V1 VAN A VAN+T VANt+2  Rw

closed interval A = [Kpmin, Kmaz] C A such that
d(A* %) >6,  AC (N Ng), A =8
for some l < N.

Proof. In view of Lemma[J|there exists N € N* depending on 2, A and M only such
that [0, K2,,,]NE C {\1,...,\nv}. In particular, #(A%2N ) < N. Therefore there

exists | < N such that [.A% N (A, A1) > |42 (V +1)71 Write A2 N (A, A1) =
~ ~ 2 2
[p, q] and define A by A? = [p+ 3(|N +|1) ,q— 3(|;,‘ +1)]. This concludes the proof, since

| A?| depends on | A and N only. O

Thanks to Lemma [} by taking a subinterval of the original admissible set A,
without loss of generality we can assume that

(25) d(A%%) > 6, A% C (N, Aig1)s I<N

for some 6 > 0 and N € N* depending on 2, A, |A| and M only. Moreover, the
new size of A is comparable with the size of the original A by means of constants
depending on Q, A, |A| and M only.

The main idea is to apply Lemma [3| to the maps w + 67 (x) and use the fact
that in w = 0 they are non-zero. However, in the case where holds true we first
need to remove the singularities in the poles +v/A1, ..., £/ AN

Lemma 7. Under the hypotheses of Theorem if and hold true then for
any x € § the function

)\l—w

',:]z

(26) w € B(0, Kinaz) — gJL
1:1

is holomorphic in B(0, Kpqaz) and

sup  |gi| <C
B(OaKmaa:)

for some C > 0 depending on a priori data.

Proof. Different positive constants depending on a priori data will be denoted by
C. In view of Lemma |4, the map w € C\ v/ ~— 6 (z) € C is holomorphic and by
Lemma part la, it is meromorphic in B(0, K,,4.). For w € B(0, Kypaz) N D we
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have

LR

|9(w)] < |6 (2 IH

N
s 1
< COA{ N A — w? [1 + sup S]
I U L L B v

1
<cIlIn- 1 ——— s sup ——— | ,
Iﬂl W [*ﬁ%&—wr ﬁ%&—wd

where the second mequahty follows from Lemma [5] part la. As a consequence

J _ -
g2 (w) <CH}Al w? {Hf’gﬁlkzw?ﬁ]

N 2 d+1
<C[H’)\z—w2|s+ iz [ =] ]
=1

inflSN |/\l — w2|d+1

<C,
where the first inequality follows from
|\ —w?| >0, >N,
and the third inequality from
N —w?| <2M?, 1< N.

Therefore the map ¢ is holomorphic in B(0, K4, ) and SUp (o, k. )}gg| <C. O

max

The next lemma is the last step needed for the proof of Theorem

Lemma 8. Under the hypotheses of Theorem assume that if holds then
holds. Then for every x € Q' there exists w, € A such that

6], (x)|>C, j=1,....r
for some C > 0 depending on a priori data.

Proof. Several positive constants depending on a priori data will be denoted by C.
First case — Assumption . Take x € € and define g as in , where N is

given by . Set
9z = H g;'

By Lemmalﬂthe map g, is holomorphic in B(0, Ky,4,) and maxpo, KWLax) |gm| <C.
Moreover, |gz( )| > C§ by (15 . Therefore, by Lemma |3| with r = K,,;, and
Ry = Ry = K4, there exists w, € [r,R] = A such that ’gz(wz)| > (C. As a
consequence, in view of we obtain

T N
) TS

since \; > Ay > C(9,A) and f/\l 7w§| < 2M?. The result now follows from
Lemma [5 part la.
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Second case — Assumption @D Take x € ' and define
gow) = [[ #i2), weD.
j=1

In view of Lemma [ the map g, is holomorphic in D and by Lemma [5 part 2a,
maxp(o,m)np|gz| < C. Moreover, |g,(0)] > Cg by (15). Therefore, by Lemma
with 7 = Kin, R1 = Kpas, and Ry = 7 there exists w, € A such that ’gZ. (w1)| >
C. The result now follows from Lemma [5] part 2a. O

We are now ready to prove Theorem [T}

Proof of Theorem[1. Different positive constants depending on a priori data will be
denoted by C or Z.

If holds true, by Lemma |§| we can assume . Thus, in view of Lemma
for every z € ' there exists w, € A such that

|9sz(5‘”)‘20’ j=1,...,r
Thus, by Lemma [5] parts 1b and 2b, there exists Z > 0 such that
(27) 07(2)| > C,  welwe—Zw,+Z]NA, j=1,...,m

Recall that A = [Kpin, Kmae] and that w{™ = Kppin + S (K00 — Kpin). Tt s

(n—1)
trivial to see that there exists P = P(Z,|A|) € N such that

P
(28) AC UL, L =[Knin+(p-1)Z Ky +pZ.
p=1
Choose now n € N big enough so that for every p = 1,..., P there exists i, =

1,...,n such that w(p) := wZ(:) € I,. Note that n depends on Z and |.A| only.

Take now z € . Since |[w; — Z,w; + Z]| = 2Z and |I,| = Z, in view of
there exists p, = 1,..., P such that I, C [wy; — Z,w, + Z]. Therefore w(p;) €
[we — Z,wy + Z]NA, whence by there holds }Hi(pm)(xﬂ >Cforallj=1,...,r.
Recalling the definition of §7 this implies

(29) ‘<'7<ui)(p1)7..,ui’(pi))(.r)’ 207 j:17...7'f'.

Define now @, = {z € Q' : min; [/ (u,...,u})(z)] > C/2}. By this gives
an open cover ' = U, cpm Y, since w(pg) € K™ As a consequence, K x
{¢1,.... o} is (¢,C/2)-complete in €' (Definition [2). The theorem is proved. [

3.3. (Cget, C)-complete sets of measurements. We now show how to apply The-
orem [1| to the particular case of ({get, C)-complete sets.

Proof of Corollary[], The main point of the proof of this theorem is satisfying .
Then, the result will follow immediately from Theorem [T}
Case d = 2. Tt is sufficient to prove that

|C§et(ué,u8,ug)(x)| >Co, j=1,...,3, 2

for some Cy > 0 depending on 2, &', A, a and [|al|co.o grex2)-
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Several positive constants depending on 2, ', A, a and ”a”Cle(ﬁ;R“?) will be
denoted by C. Recall that, setting “zq = 17, we have

—div(aVu}) =0 in 09,
uh = w1 on 0S).

Since u$ = 1, the thesis is equivalent to show that
(30) [y(z)] := |det [Vui Vud] (@) >C, 2.
Fix now = € Q. Since € is convex, in view of Proposition we have 3 :=

\Vud(z)| > C. Set V*ud = (—d2ul, 81ud). Therefore {3~ Vui(z), 37 V+ud(z)
is an orthonormal basis of R2. As a consequence there holds

Vug(z) = (Vug(2) - B72Vug (2)) Vug (x) + (Vg (x) - 872V ug(2)) Vg (@).

Setting & = Vud(z) - B72Vu(z) and v = u — £ud, since v(z) = Vud(z) - V4iud(z)
we have 872v(z)V+ui(z) = Vu(z), whence

(31) Iy(z)| = B |Vo(z)|.
Since €2 is convex and v is the solution to

—div(aVv) =0 in 092,
v=1x9 —Ex on 9,

we can apply again Proposition [11] and obtain |[Vu(z)| > C (note that |[¢| < C by
standard elliptic regularity theory — see Proposition . As a consequence, in view
of we obtain .

Case d = 3. For simplicity, suppose first that a« = a. Thus uy = 2,1 for
i=1,...,4 (“zog = 1”). Therefore is immediately satisfied with Cp = 1. The
general case where |la — @[/ 0, < d can be handled by using a standard continuity
argument. More precisely, we obtain Hu%J — J;i_lH o1 < ¢, and so is satisfied
provided that ¢ is chosen small enough (for details, see [I]). O

3.4. Maxwell’s equations. As in the case of the Helmholtz equation, the basic
tool to prove Theorem [2|is the holomorphicity of the map w +— (Ei, H) € C*.

Proposition 2 ([2]). Under the assumptions of Theorem[3, the map
{we B0,M): |Sw| <n} — C"(C%), wr— (B, H)
is holomorphic, where n > 0 is given by Proposition[9

The rest of the proof of Theorem [2] is very similar to the proof of Theorem
in the case where @ holds true. The results of § have to be used in place of
the corresponding results of § If 0 = &, no further investigation is needed. If
lo = &|lyywsrr <9, an argument similar to the one given in the proof of Corollary
in the 3D case can be used [2]. The details are omitted.

4. APPLICATIONS TO HYBRID IMAGING INVERSE PROBLEMS

In this section we apply the theory presented so far to three examples of hybrid
imaging problems. The reader is referred to [2, [3 [IT] for other relevant examples.
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4.1. Microwave imaging by ultrasound deformation. We consider the hybrid
problem arising from the combination of microwaves and ultrasounds that was
introduced in [9]. The problem is modelled by the Helmholtz equation @ In
addition to the previous assumptions, we suppose that a is scalar-valued and ¢ = 0.
In microwave imaging, a is the inverse of the magnetic permeability, ¢ is the electric
permittivity and A = [Kpin, Kmax| represent the admissible frequencies in the
microwave regime.

Given a set of measurements K x {y;} we consider internal data of the form

e =eulul EY =aVul, - Vul,.
For simplicity, we denote e,, = (efj)ij and similarly for E. These internal energies
have to be considered as known functions in some subdomain Q' € .

We need to choose a suitable set K X {¢;} and find a¢ and ¢ in Q' from the
knowledge of €/ and E¥ in . This can be achieved via two reconstruction for-
mulae for a/e and e, respectively. Their applicability is guaranteed if K x {¢;} is
(Cx, C)-complete, where ¢ : C*(Q;C)? — C(Q;C)? is given by

Colud 2, u?) = (ui, Vu? x Vu?) %f d=2,
(u', (Vu? x Vud)s) if d =3.

Note that (2 = (2., in two dimensions, but if d = 3 then only two linearly indepen-
dent gradients are required with (2. Thus, (Cx, C))-complete sets can be constructed
by arguing as in Corollary [T} In particular, under the assumptions of Corollary [I]
a suitable choice for the boundary conditions is ¢1 = 1, 3 = x1 and @3 = 5. The
reconstruction algorithm with the use of multiple frequencies was detailed in [IJ.
Only the main steps are presented here.

Let K X {¢1, 92,03} be a ({x,C)-complete set of measurements in . As in
Definition [2| this gives an open cover ' = U, ecxnp€?, such that

lul| = C, [V x V| >C in Q.
These constraints allow to apply the following reconstruction procedure.

Proposition 3 ([I]). Suppose that for allw € KND andi=1,2,3,
F and HE&} ) < F for some F > 0.

eZ’HLoo(Q/) <
[P
(1) There exists ¢ > 0 depending on A and F such that for any w € KN D

IV (ew/tr(e,))|s > cC®  in €Y,

and a/e is given in terms of the data by

“_y tr(ew) tr(Ey) — tr(ewEg) in ol
€ tr(ew)? |V (ew/tr(ew))ls

(2) Moreover, if ¢ € H'(Q) then loge is the unique solution to the problem

—div (¢ Y, el Vu) = —div (¢V (3, ell)) +23, (B —well) in &,
u = log g|pqr on 09
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4.2. Quantitative thermo-acoustic tomography (QTAT). In thermo-acoustic
tomography [32], the combination of acoustic waves and microwaves is carried out
in a different way, if compared to the hybrid problem studied in § The ab-
sorption of the microwaves inside the object results in local heating, and so in a
local expansion of the medium. This creates acoustic waves that propagate outside
the domain, where they can be measured. In a first step [28, [I7], it is possible to
measure the amount of absorbed radiation, which is given by

el(z) = o(x) |ua(x)’2 ; x €,

w
where 2 C R? is a smooth bounded domain, d = 2,3, ul, is the unique solution to
(32) —Aul, — (w? +iwo)ul, =0 in €,
ul = @; on 0§,

and o € L*>®(Q;R) satisfies @ The problem of QTAT is to reconstruct o from the
knowledge of €/, where e/ represent the polarised data

e (z) = o(x)ul (v)ul,(2), x €.

We shall see that it is possible to reconstruct o if K x{¢1,..., a1} isa ({e, C)-
complete set, where (), : C1(Q;C)4*t! — C(Q;C)? is given by

ul e it
Cop(ut, . udth) = (ul, det {Vul o VUdH] )

Since ¢ = 1, the construction of (¢}, C)-complete sets of measurements can be
easily achieved with the multi-frequency approach in any dimensions.

Proposition 4. Assume that a = ¢ = 1 and that o € L>(; R) satisfies (9). Then
there exist C > 0 and n € N depending on Q, A, M and |A| only such that

K™ x {1,21,...,24}
is a (o, C)-complete set of measurements in Q.

Proof. Tt follows immediately from Theorem [I}, since the assumption a = 1 yields

with Cp = 1. 0

Let K X {¢1,...,94+1} be a (¢}, C)-complete set in . As in the previous
subsection, this gives an open cover ) = Uy,cx ), such that for any w € K and
T € Q,
ud+1

v;d+1 (1‘)} Z C.

1
1 Uu
(33) lul] (z) > C, |det vff;
With this assumption, it is possible to apply the following reconstruction for-
mula in each subdomain €,. We use the notation of, = eil/ell and A4, =
[VaZ -+ Va@t']: these quantities are well defined if is satisfied.

Proposition 5 ([10, Theorem 3.3]). Assume that holds in a subdomain Q C €.
There exists ¢ > 0 depending on Q, A and M such that |det A, | > ¢C in Q, and o
can be reconstructed via

—Rv, - Sv, +divSe, . =

= Q
o 2, i €,

where v, = AZ'div(Ay)T (the divergence acts on each column).



ENFORCING NON-ZERO CONSTRAINTS IN PDES AND APPLICATIONS 18

In [I0], in order to find suitable illuminations to satisfy , complex geometric
optics solutions are used; these have several drawbacks, as it was discussed in
Section [T} Proposition [4] gives a priori simple illuminations and a finite number of
frequencies to satisfy the desired constraints in each €2,. By Proposition [5] ¢ can
be reconstructed everywhere thanks to the cover Q = U, .

4.3. Magnetic resonance electrical impedance tomography (MREIT). In
this example, we model the problem with the Maxwell’s equations . Combining
electric currents with an MRI scanner, we can measure the internal magnetic fields
H?i 35, 34]. Assuming p = 1, the electromagnetic parameters to image are € and
o, and both are assumed isotropic. We present here only a sketch of the use of the
multi-frequency technique to this problem: full details are given in [2].

We shall see that (Cé‘/e[t, C)-complete sets are sufficient to be able to image the
electromagnetic parameters (Example . The construction of (Cé‘gt,C)—complete
sets is an immediate consequence of Corollary

Proposition 6. Assume that holds with k = 0 and let & € R3*3 satisfy (17al).
There exist 6 > 0 and C' > 0 depending on Q, A, [A[, M and [|(p, €, 0) ||y (paxsys

such that if |0 — &[0 @gaxsy < 0 then

K(n) X {el, €q, 63}
is a (C}1,, C)-complete set of measurements.

Proof. We want to apply Corollary |2[ with { = (ji‘gt and ¢; = x; for i =1,2,3. We
only need to show that holds. Since w' = z;, for every x € Q there holds
¢(Vw!', Vw?, Vu?)(z) = det [e1 ez e3] =1, as desired. O

Let K x {1, 2,03} be a (¢}, C)-complete set. With the notation of Defini-
tion [ there is an open cover Q = U, such that

(34) |det [EL EZ E3]|>0  inQ,.

A simple calculation shows that q,, = we+io satisfies a first order partial differential
equation of the form

VM, = F(w,q0, H), AHL)  inQ,
where M, is the 3 x 6 matrix-valued function given by
M, = [ curlH! x e; curlH! xey --- curlH3 xe; curlH3 x ey ] ,

and F' is a given vector-valued function. If ’det (EL E2 E3] (x)’ > 0, then it is
easy to see that M, (r) admits a right inverse M !(z). By (34), M, is invertible
in Q. The equation for ¢, becomes

(35) Vo = F(w,qu, H, AH.)M' in Q.

Proceeding as in [14], it is possible to integrate in each §2,, and reconstruct g,
uniquely, provided that g, is known at one point of Q [2].
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5. CONCLUSIONS

Motivated by several hybrid imaging inverse problems, we studied the bound-
ary control of solutions of the Helmholtz and Maxwell equations to enforce local
non-zero constraints inside the domain. We have improved the multiple frequency
approach to this problem introduced in [I} 2] and have shown its effectiveness in
several contexts. More precisely, we give a priori boundary conditions ¢; and a
finite set of frequencies K™ such that the corresponding solutions ul, satisfy the
required constraints with an a priori determined constant.

An open problem concerns a more precise estimation of the number of needed
frequencies n. It is possible to show that, under the assumption of real analytic co-
efficients, almost any d+1 frequencies in a fixed range give the required constraints,
where d is the dimension of the space [3]. The proof is based on the structure of
analytic varieties, and so the hypothesis of real analyticity is crucial. However, this
assumption is far too strong for the applications. Thus, a natural question to ask
is whether it is possible to lower the assumption of real analyticity.

Satisfying the constraints in the case w = 0 is usually straightforward in two
dimensions, but may present difficulties in 3D if a (or o in the case of Maxwell’s
equations) is not constant. The method may work even if the constraint is not
verified in the case w = 0: when dealing with the constraints |Vu,,| > C, a generic
choice of the boundary condition ¢ is sufficient [3]. However, choosing a generic
boundary condition may give a very low constant C' and a very high number of
frequencies. An open problem is to find an alternative to the study of the constraints
inw = 0. In particular, as far as the Helmholtz equation is concerned, an asymptotic
expansion of u,, for high frequencies w may give the required non-zero constraints,
and by holomorphicity this would still give the desired result.
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APPENDIX A. SOME BASIC TOOLS

A.1. The Helmholtz equation. The following result concerns the well-posedness
for the Helmholtz equation. The result is standard: for a proof, see [3].

Proposition 7. Assume that holds and take M > 0.
1. If holds then there exists ¥ = {\; : | € N*} C Ry with A} — +00 such that
forw e (C\VE)NB(0,M), f € H (% C) and ¢ € H'(;C) the problem
{ —div(aVu) —w?cu=f in Q,

(36) U= on 0L,

has a unique solution u € H*(€;C) and

(37) HUHHl(Q;C) <C(Q,A M) [1 + sup

1
len m} (el g gy + 1 i1 ecy)-

2. If @D holds then there exists n > 0 depending on Q and A only such that for
w € B(0, M) with Sw > —n, f € H1(Q;C) and p € H(Q;C) the problem

{ —div(a Vu) — (w?e +iwo)u = f in Q,

(38) U= on 011,

has a unique solution u € H'(Q;C) with

(39) ”uHHl(Q;(C) < C(Q,A M) [“SDHHI(Q;«:) + ||f||H*1(Q;C):| :
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We have the following result, regarding the asymptotic distribution of the eigen-
values. The result is classical and is known as Weyl’s lemma.

Lemma 9. Assume that and hold true. There exist Cy,Cs > 0 depending
on Q and A such that

117 <\ < Ohli, l € N*.

Proof. Let §; denote the set of all -dimensional subspaces of Hj (). In view of
the Courant—Fischer—-Weyl min-max principle [33, Exercise 12.4.2] we have

Vu-Vud
Al = min  max M, [ e N*.
DegiueD\{0}  [eu?dx
Therefore we have
(40) A_2:ul < )‘l < A2lulu le N*7

where 1y = minpeg, max, e p\ (0} ([, V- Vudz)( [ v* dz)~'. By the min-max prin-
ciple, p; are the eigenvalues of the Laplace operator on €2, and so they satisfy

el <y < el leN*
for some c1,c2 > 0 depending on Q (see [33] Theorem 12.14| or [27, Chapter 5,
Lemma 3.1]). Combining this inequality with yields the result. O

We now study regularity for the Helmholtz equation, which is a consequence of
classical elliptic regularity theory |26, Theorem 5.21].

Proposition 8. Take k € N, a € (0,1) and M > 0. Assume that (7),
and either or (@) hold. Take w € C with |w| < M, f € C*=2*(Q;C), F €
Cr=12(Q; C3) and ¢ € C%*(Q;C). Let u € HY(Q;C) be a solution to

—div(a Vu) — (w?e + iwo) u = divF + f in Q,

U= on 09.

Then u € C*(Q;C) and

lullen@iey < € (Il ey + Iellone@e) + 1 losa@e) + 1Floro@en)
for some C > 0 depending only on Q, A, K, o, M, |(g,0)|lym-1.0@r)p and
||a’||C*€*1,a(ﬁ;]Rd><d)-

A.2. Maxwell’s equations. We first study well-posedness for Maxwell’s equa-
tions. The result is standard: for a proof, see [2] [3].

Proposition 9. Assume that holds and take M > 0. There exist n,C > 0
depending on Q, A and M such that for all w € C with |Sw| < n and |w| < M the
problem

curlE,, = iwpH,, n §,
(41) curlH,, = —i(we + i0) E,, in Q,
E,xv=pxv on 012,

admits a unique solution (E,,, H,,) in H(curl,Q) x H*(curl, Q) satisfying
||(EW7HW)||H(curl,Q)2 <C ”SQHH(CurLQ) .

Next, regularity properties are discussed. This result follows from the regularity
theory for Maxwell’s equations described in [5] and is proven in detail in [2, [3].
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Proposition 10. Assume that holds for somep > 3 and k € N. Taken, M > 0
as in Proposition[§ For w € C with |Sw| < n and |w| < M let (E,, H,) be the
unique solution in H(curl, Q) x H*(curl,Q) to (1)). Then (E,,H,) € C*(;C°)
and

H(Ewa Hw)”g&(ﬁ;cg <C ||90||Wh7+1,p(9;c3)
for some C > 0 depending on 2, A, M, k, p and ||(,u,€,U)||Wn+1,p(Q;R3x3)3 only.

A.3. The critical points of solutions to the conductivity equation. We start
with a qualitative property for solutions to the conductivity equation.

Lemma 10 (|8, Theorem 2.7]). Let Q C R? be a smooth and bounded domain and
take Q' € Q. Let a € C%*(Q;R**?) be such that holds true and p € C1*(Q;R)
be such that @|aq has one minimum and one mazimum. Then the solution u €

CHR) to
{ —div(aVu) =0 in Q,
U= on 0L,
satisfies
min |Vu| > 0.
o

By using a standard compactness argument it is possible to give a quantitative
version of this result. We restrict ourselves to a a particular choice for ¢.

Proposition 11. Let Qﬁg R2 be a smooth, bounded and convexr domain and take
Q€ Q. Let a € CO(Q;R?**?) be such that and ”aHCOva(ﬁ;RQXQ)E Cy hold
true for some Cy > 0. Take 3 € R with |3] < C1. The solution u € C*(Q) to
—div(aVu) =0 in Q,
u = x1 + B on 09,
satisfies
min [Vu| > C
QI

for some C' > 0 depending only on Q, Q', A, a and C;.

Remark 10. Under the assumption a € C%!, it is possible to give an explicit
expression for the constant C' [0, Remark 3].

Proof. By contradiction, assume that there exist two sequences a,, € C%%(; R?*2)
and S, € R such that a,, satisfies (7al), lanllco.o @gexey < C1, |Bn| < C1 and

min |Vu,| — 0,
Q/

where u,, is the unique solution to

—div(a,Vu,) =0 in €,
u =2z + BT on 9f).

Take x,, € Q' such that |Vu,(z,)| — 0. Up to a subsequence, we have that z,, — &
for some & € ' and ,, — 3 for some 3 € [-Cy, C1]. By the Ascoli-Arzela theorem,
the embedding C%® — C%%/2 is compact. Thus, up to a subsequence, we have
that a, — @ in C%*/2(Q;R?*?) for some a € C*/2(Q; R?*?) satisfying and
18 gn.cr2 ey < COCH,
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Let @ be the unique solution to
—div(&Vﬂ) =0 in Q,
U= x1 + Bas on 0.

By looking at the equation satisfied by u,, — @, by Proposition [§ it is easy to see
that [[uy — @l/c1 @) — 0. Therefore

Va(z)| < [Va(z) = V()| + [Va(zn) = Vup(zn)] + [Vun(@n)] = 0,
whence |Va(Z)| = 0, which contradicts Lemma as ) is convex. O
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